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The Politics of But

Rabbi Matt Zerwekh

By Rabbi Matt Zerwekh
This month, I want to share an
article written by my colleague
Rabbi Donniel Hartman, director
of the Shalom Hartman institute,
first printed in the Times of Israel.
It follows below in its entirety:
Woody Allen famously posited
that while God exists, God is
nonetheless an underachiever.
Western liberal democracies are
committed to fundamental human
rights, but alas, too often, too many
of us are morally underachieving.
Our theoretical academies are
beacons of enlightenment, but
too many of our marketplaces
are exhibiting tendencies more
befitting of the Dark Ages.
It is comforting to explain away our
underachievement as temporary
pauses in our “inevitable” march
toward moral progress. Global
terror, the newfound power of
social media, a particularly weak
candidate, ongoing economic
stagnation, or even the discovery
of a previously unknown tribe
(i.e., the Uneducated Angry White
Male), are all offered up on the

altar in order to
appease our moral
conscience.
Our shortcomings
are thus neither
endemic
nor
indicative of our “true” selves.
Furthermore, overcoming them
is merely a procedural issue
which will be resolved in the next
electoral cycle.
But
what
if
our
underachievements reflect a much
deeper moral decay that we have
allowed to fester at the heart of
our societies? What if a much
deeper challenge lies before us?
Our
nation-states
are
conglomerations
of
multiple
socioeconomic, religious, ethnic,
gender, and national subcommunities, tribes if you will.
Non-liberal democracies maintain
social order and the myth of
national cohesion through tyranny
- the subjugation by one tribe and
its representative - over others.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Rabbi’s Column (continued)
Remove the dictator, and the oppression and fear something like this: I believe in freedom of religion
that are the tools of his rule, and the state dissolves -- but I need to maintain my coalition. I am
into a war of all against all.
committed to equality for all of Israel’s citizens, Jew
Enlightened liberal democracies offer us a better and Arab -- but security must come first. More than
path -- human rights. All human beings are endowed anyone, Jews ought to be sensitive to the needs
with a myriad of inalienable rights and freedoms of refugees -- but we need to preserve Israel as a
which protect them either from the tyranny of Jewish state. No one loves peace more than we
the minority or the majority. Citizens, residents, do, and consequently I am committed to the twoforeign workers, and refugees, while not equal and state solution - but we offered and they said no,
distinguishable under the law, nevertheless carry and / or we have no peace partner. In the United
a bundle of rights which obligate all, and prevent States, the recent election is but a resounding
them from becoming politically, legally, and morally testimonial to the penetration of the Politics of But
into American civil, moral, and political life.
invisible.
Yet, despite our various constitutions and Bills of
Rights, our nation-states are home to tribes that are
feeling increasingly threatened and endangered. At
times their lives, often their liberties, and certainly
their ability to pursue happiness, is endangered.
We are underachieving.
Much has been written about the politics of fear
and its catastrophic moral consequences. Fear
is not merely a human emotion activated by real
or imagined danger. It is a vision modifier. In
evolutionary psychology it is one of the essential
tools for survival, as we prioritize our own immediate
needs and put them first. Under the cloud of the
politics of fear, the rights of “others” can cease
to be inalienable, as the fittest strive to survive.
Under the politics of fear, we can become morally
righteous, despite our oppression of others.

The Politics of But allows us to maintain our
theoretical commitment to our principles, all the
while immunizing us from having to act on them. It
removes the quality of shame so essential to moral
progress, and insulates us from the social criticism
that our societies so direly need.

Through an amalgamation of fear, anger, tribal
loyalty, and ideology, the Politics of But expands
stealthily within our political discourse and
neutralizes our moral commitments. Over time,
it also changes them. As Rabbi Aaron Halevi of
Barcelona, the author of Sefer Hahinuch, famously
taught, “Our hearts follow our actions.” Behavior
does not merely reflect our principles, but has the
power to change them.

Western societies have more racists, fascists,
misogynists, anti-Semites, and anti-Muslims
Politics of fear, however, is merely a sub-category than we want to admit. While they will not be
of a much larger and more morally challenging persuaded by moral discourse, and certainly not
and less recognized phenomenon -- the Politics of by the arguments presented here, the good news
But. “Yes - but” is a known game that we play with is that they are, I believe, a minority. We have not
others and ourselves in order to disarm criticism regressed into the Dark Ages. However, decent
and advice, and to sustain our current mode of people, people committed to the principle of human
equality regardless of race, nationality, religion,
behavior, our status quo if you will.
gender, or sexual identity, have allowed the Politics
“I know that I have to talk to my child about their of But to misdirect our moral compasses. We have
addiction, but it won’t change anything.” “Yes - but” given to the haunting voice of But too much sway
does not merely guarantee in this case that the over our lives and our principles.
child will not change, but more significantly that I
don’t need to change my familiar mode of behavior. Whether on the political Left or Right, conservative
or progressive, hawk or dove, we need to create
The Politics of But takes on many forms particular
(Continued on Page 3)
to each society and occasion. In Israel, it looks
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President Joan Hawxhurst
joan.hawxhurst@kzoo.edu

Let’s Get Growing This Summer
Our temple community is so fortunate to own a
beautiful piece of property, with lovely lawns, wellmaintained gardens, mature trees and a peaceful
nature path through the woods. We are graced with
flowering trees in the springtime, blooming gardens
through the summer, and vibrant colors in the fall.
Any of you who are homeowners or gardeners
know that a beautiful yard doesn’t just happen—
it takes attention and hard work. At TBI, we have
been fortunate to have experienced gardeners
Lynn Stevens and Roz Cooper leading our outdoor
beautification efforts. Lynn and Roz, and those who
have worked with them, have given countless hours
of loving labor to creating and maintaining a number
of special spaces around our building: Shana’s
Garden, a welcoming grouping at the temple’s
entrance, a scent garden under the windows of the
social hall, a thoughtful combination of colors in
the fenced square just outside the front door, and
assorted trees and shrubs including Rabbi Steve’s
gum tree and the lovely red-stemmed bushes just
outside the sliders from the sanctuary.
This year Lynn and Roz have challenged us to share
in the satisfaction of tending our beautiful property.
Their clever Adopt-a-Garden program allows anyone
to take responsibility for a small piece of the beautiful
whole:
Adopt a Garden at TBI
Want a chance to play in the dirt? Want to try
gardening on a smaller scale? Limited time,
energy or access to a garden spot? Well, Temple
is your place. We have a variety of established
gardens that need to be adopted. You determine
your level of involvement. You chose your area.
Woodland? Got it! Raised beds for veggies or
flowers? Yep! Got it! All the heavy work is done.
What is needed is ongoing weeding, trimming
and watering. Put in some annuals. Limited
time? Perfect! B’nai mitzvah project? Perfect!
Family bonding time? Perfect! And, your garden
spot will be marked by a small plaque for all to
see! You can honor or remember someone or
have your own work acknowledged. Intrigued?
Curious? Not sure? Call Roz Cooper at 269381-5203 with any questions.

This summer I’m adopting one of
the plots being offered by Roz and
Lynn. I’m excited because there
is more sun at TBI than anywhere
on my home’s shady lot, and I’m
looking forward to tending beautiful
and flourishing plants. I’m hoping to get a few things
planted over Memorial Day weekend and then stop
by after work once or twice a week to tend them.
If you can give a few hours each week to weeding
and watering, I hope you’ll join me in adopting one
of our property’s beautiful spaces this season. You
can find out more at our Annual Meeting, June 25
from 3 to 5 PM, when someone will be on hand to
show available garden spots and answer questions.
I’ll gladly show you how my adopted plot is doing, as
we picnic together after the meeting.

Rabbi’s Column (continued)
a new coalition. A bipartisan coalition to insulate
our moral commitments and standards from the
Politics of But. We need to rebuild and recommit
to the red lines that ensure and protect moral
decency.
If world politics has taught us anything over the
last few years, none of us is immune to the Politics
of But. If we are to make our societies great again,
it will not be by counting on the false sense of
security provided by our constitutional and legal
systems, but rather through tireless educational
efforts to elevate the civility within our civil society.
Alas, we are morally underachieving, but we
do not need to be underachievers. Societal
transformation and moral enlightenment are never
parachuted from on high, and any promise of easy
redemption is but to believe in a false messiah.
We have much work to do. No buts about it.
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The Marvin & Rosalie Okun

Director Tova Schreiber
KCJSDirector@gmail.com

Summer has finally arrived, and I am pleased to
announce that we have completed our first year as
a unified school! We’ve experienced successes,
challenges, and a persistent feeling of excitement
and newness. Through it all, I’ve enjoyed getting to
know the lovely and welcoming Jewish community
of Southwest Michigan, which is passionate about
Jewish education and determined to support our
school. Enormous thanks are in order to the Joint
Religious School Committee, Rabbis, regular staff,
and substitute teachers.

As I prepare for the fall, one goal of
mine is to reach out to families who
may be new to our community or
school. Parents with children ages
4 and 5 are strongly encouraged
to contact me about our energetic,
loving, and educational Pre-K/Kindergarten
program.

This season will see a number of B’nai Mitzvah. I
am looking forward to celebrating with our families
as their children come of age. At the same time, I am
reminded of the importance of lifelong education.
This summer, I’d like to ask parents and children
to seek out Jewish experiences and incorporate
Hebrew into their regular routines. Doing this will
help our students stay connected, engaged, and
ready for the next school year.

Morah Tova

If we cross paths this summer, don’t be a stranger.
Say hi! Please accept my wishes for a happy,
healthy, and fun summer season.

In addition to contacting Tova Schreiber, comments,
questions, or suggestions regarding the joint Religious
School may be addressed to school committee members
Jenn Odza (jennodza@gmail.com), Brandt Lubratich
(blubratich@gmail.com), or Kristi Arntzen (kristi.arntzen@
gmail.com).

Photo Credit: Laurel Ofstein

Photo Credit: Laurel Ofstein
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Welcome New Members:
Amy Damashek and Family
Amy Damashek and her family recently became
members of the temple. Amy lives with her
husband Ryan Shapiro, their 3 year old daughter
Rachel, Amy’s 16 year old niece Beatrix, Ryan’s
brother Grady, and their adopted calico cat. Amy
had attended some events at temple over the last
several years, including High Holiday services,
Passover seders, and family Shabbat.
She
decided to join a few months ago, she likes the
temple community, and appreciates what Rabbi
Matt brings to the temple. Amy and Rachel have
come to the newly formed playgroup at temple and
they love it! It’s a nice way for young children to
participate in a temple activity, and for their parents
to connect. Amy hopes to come to more of the
family Shabbat services as well in the future.
Amy is originally from Springfield, Illinois. She
moved to Oklahoma City where she did her
post-doctoral work in Psychology, then came to
Kalamazoo in 2009 to teach at WMU where she
continues to work as a Psychology Professor.

When not working Amy enjoys going to the beach,
hiking, swimming, and other outdoor activities, as
well as yoga.
Ryan stays at home part-time with Rachel, and he
works in the vitamin department at Sawall’s. His
brother Grady also works at Sawall’s as a Manager.
Ryan loves to ride bikes year-round in all kinds of
weather (he has a bike with snow tires), and has
even gone on some midnight rides.
Their daughter Rachel likes many activities that
a 3 year old would, including painting, sidewalk
chalk, play-dough, and playing in a sandbox. She
especially enjoys time spent with her cousin Beatrix
who has lived with their family the last couple
years. Beatrix is a sophomore at Loy Norrix High
School. She likes playing video games, and is
thinking about a career in biotechnology. It’s hard
to coordinate everybody for family activities, but
the Damashek/Shapiro family manages to have
Sunday night dinner together.
Welcome Amy, Ryan, Rachel, Beatrix, and Grady!

Social Action Committee
The mission of Temple B’nai Israel Social Action Committee:
To provide members of TBI with opportunities to practice Tikkun Olam (“repairing the world”), engage in
altruistic actions, and promote activities that encompass respect, justice, and compassion.
We welcome and draw upon the ideas of community members.

Update on Our Work
What are we doing with immigrant families?
We have befriended two families. We have a circle of volunteers -- providing rides, accessing health
care, going to parent-teacher conferences, taking to job interviews, teaching to drive, looking for sources
of income, learning the maze of services for those ‘living in poverty’, and always, teaching English.
Who are these families?
There are now 40 families in the greater Kalamazoo area (Portage, Battle Creek). Families from Syria
as well as Congo or other African countries. All families fled war and other trauma and then lived in
United Nations Refugee Camps for several years. All families came officially through the US State
Department. All families get support through two agencies for 6 months -- and then their need for
volunteer support is VERY important. OUR two families are both from Syria -- many children and adults.
Questions? Ask Robin Pollens, Janet Nykaza, Nora Chaus, Raye Ziring -- or any of the other TBI
volunteers who have helped. A few TBI names: Jenn O., Kylie S., Ric R., Ellen W. , Henry W., Bill S.
Page 5

Notes from the April Board Meeting

Annual Meeting Reminder

After reciting Martin Gal’s blessing and approving the
April minutes, the board heard reports from its president,
rabbi and treasurer. Upon learning of Troy Zukowski’s
interest in lay leadership training, the board voted to cover
a portion of Troy’s expenses to attend this summer’s
Had’rachah training in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, which
will give him tools to serve as a lay leader for Shabbat
services.

Please mark your calendars and plan
to attend the TBI annual congregational
meeting, on Sunday, June 25, from 3 to
5 PM. As has become our tradition, the
meeting will be followed by a barbeque
dinner hosted by the board. The meeting will
include updates from standing committees
and information on new initiatives related to
our congregation’s financial sustainability.
This meeting is an important opportunity
for members to learn about and offer input
on the future direction of our congregation.
We hope you’ll be there!

In the portion of the agenda dedicated to committee
updates, discussions included TBI’s involvement in the
June Pride event downtown, the work being done to
clarify roles and responsibilities of key stakeholders in the
joint religious school, and the stability of our membership
numbers.
Board vice president Sharon Wittenberg brought an
update on planning for a regional Jewish retreat to take
place on October 14-15 at Pretty Lake Camp. The
planning group, which currently includes members of TBI
and CoM, is also proposing a summer outing at Woods
Lake for members of regional Jewish congregations.
After adding a line to support travel to the URJ Biennial
in December and an increase in the allotment for
administrative staff support, the board approved the
treasurer’s draft budget for 2017-18, which will be shared
with the congregation at the June 25 annual meeting.
The board also approved a change in membership
payments that will be shared with the congregation at
the annual meeting (June 25 from 3 to 5 PM). It was
determined that the recording secretary will request and
compile committee reports, and the president will develop
the agenda, for this important congregational meeting,
which will be followed by a picnic sponsored by the board.
For the final hour of the meeting, the board reviewed
the current distribution of roles and responsibilities
among current board members. It discussed changes
in allocation of responsibilities that would ensure a more
equal distribution of the workload among board members.
It also considered the possibility of increasing the number
of board members from 9 to 11, again in order to better
allocate board responsibilities. More discussion will take
place at the June board meeting, which is scheduled for
Thursday, June 15, before the annual congregational
meeting on June 25.
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Rabbi’s Salary Fund Update
Time flies, and we’re almost to the end of
Rabbi Matt’s first three-year contract with
Temple B’nai Israel. The TBI board is
grateful to the many donors big and small
who contributed to the fund allowing us to
hire Rabbi Matt three years ago.
As we prepare to start a second threeyear contract on July 1, we have raised
80 percent of what we need to fund Rabbi
Matt’s salary for the next three years. To
date twenty TBI members have made
three-year pledges, most in the range of
$1,000 to $2,800/year (in addition to their
regular annual dues pledges).
If you would like to add your pledge to
this effort, please contact board president
Joan Hawxhurst as soon as possible.
Your commitment to supporting our ability
to maintain a full-time rabbi will be most
appreciated.

Camp Keshet 2017
Three Weeks Again This Year!
As always Camp Keshet will be led by two Israeli counselors
sharing their love of Israel and Judaism with the children.
Week One AND Week Three: at Congregation of Moses
Mon June 19 - Fri June 23 AND Tues July 3 - Friday July 7
9:30 am - 2:00 pm each day
• Learn about Israel and our Jewish heritage
• Lunch and snacks provided
• Field trip, crafts, outdoor activities, cooking, music, dancing

And Camp Tavor, again!

Week Two: At Camp Tavor in Three Rivers
Open to all children ages 4-12 years old.
• Monday through Friday day camp programming
• Friday - Sunday Weekend Shabbat overnight camp
experience for older campers
• Day camp at Tavor, 8:00am to 4:00pm, Monday June 26 - Friday June 30
Campers will be bussed from Kalamazoo to Camp Tavor. Kosher meals and snacks provided by Camp
Tavor. Campers will be able to take full advantage of Camp Tavor’s facility which includes a pool, lake,
arts and crafts center, sports fields, low ropes course and a music recording room.
• Shabbat Overnight Weekend at Camp Tavor, June 30 - July 2
Campers will depart for Camp Tavor at 8:00 am Friday morning and older campers will spend Friday and
Saturday night at Camp Tavor. Parents will pick their children up from Camp Tavor at 11:00 am on Sunday.
Camp Keshet campers will fully experience a Shabbat at camp and a trial overnight camp experience.
Note: The youngest children will only participate in the day camp part of the program while older
children will take part in both the day camp, as well as the Shabbat Overnight part of the program. The week
at Tavor will give kids a taste of sleep away camp in a very safe and positive way.
Children will be at Tavor with their Camp Keshet friends and after
spending five days at Tavor they will feel comfortable there, and be
able to meet and connect with Jewish kids outside of Kalamazoo.
Children will gain the self-confidence and enthusiasm necessary to
attend a Jewish sleep away camp in the future.
Monday, June 19th through Friday, June 23rd – Congregation of Moses
Monday, June 26th through Friday, June 30th- Camp Tavor
Monday, July 3rd through Friday, July 7th – Congregation of Moses
$160 per week or $425.00 for all three weeks
Registration due by May 15th.

Please contact Beth Grode at beth.grode@yahoo.com to register.
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May 2017
Donations
Rabbi Salary Fund
Richard and Roslyn Cooper
Donation
Morry Edwards (in honor of Micah
Edwards graduation)

June Perpetual
Memorials (Yahrzeits)
ZELMAN ABRAMS

HARRY T MADISON

IRVIN BIRENBOIM

AMY MILLER

STANLEY BLANK

WILLIAM NORDWIND SR.

DAN BROWN

LOUIS ROBBINS

LEON ELSTON

LILLIAN S ROSE

JOSEPH FISHBEIN

MIKE ROSSMAN

GERTRUDE FISHER

EDWIN A RUBINSTEIN

GLORIA FISHMAN

THOMAS W SCHEAR

REBECCA GOLDMAN

ADA SELEN

STUART KATZ

HERBERT K. SHERA

SYLVIA KATZ

TOBI SISMAN

ABRAHAM LEVIN

ESTHER SLATER

LOUIS LOESER

MORRIS W. STEIN

June
Oneg Hosts

June Birthdays

June 2

Pesti

Hunter Boone

Angela Saltzman

June 9

Mannaberg

Kristin Carter

Rachel Shapiro

Melissa Davidson

Abigail Strongin

Deb Linderman

Ellen Winter

Aubrey Milner

Rabbi Matt Zerwekh

June 16 Denenfeld
June 23 Olken
June 30 Fifth Friday - No services at
TBI - Shabbat dinners in
members’ homes

Ainsley Morton
Rick Rodbard
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Upcoming Temple and Worship Events
Friday, June 2
7:00 PM: Shabbat Services, featuring Noah Thompson, bar mitzvah
Saturday, June 3
10:00 AM: Noah Thompson bar mitzvah
Friday, June 9
7:00 PM: Shabbat Services
Saturday, June 10
10:00 AM: Minyan Milamed
Sunday, June 11
12:45 PM: Ministry with Community meal service
Thursday, June 15
7:00 PM: TBI monthly Board meeting
Friday, June 16
6:00 PM: Tot Shabbat
6:45 PM: Oneg for All
7:30 PM: Shabbat Services
Saturday, June 17
10:00 AM: Minyan Milamed
Friday, June 23
monthly newsletter deadline
7:00 PM: Shabbat Services
Saturday, June 24
10:00 AM: Minyan Milamed
Sunday, June 25
3:00 PM: Annual Congregational Meeting
5:00 PM: Board-sponsored Congregational Picnic
Friday, June 30
Fifth Friday: no services at TBI, Shabbat dinners in members’ homes
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Temple B’nai Israel

Staff, Board, and Committees
Rabbi
Matthew J. Zerwekh

Caring Circle
Co-chairs Ellen Winter & Morry Edwards

Synagogue Associate
Dr. Michael A.Tanoff

Cemetery Committee Chair Jacob Weintraub

Kalamazoo Community Jewish School
Tova Schreiber, Director
Brandt Lubratich, Treasurer
Administrative Assistant
Julie Lewandowski
Temple Board of Trustees:
President Joan Hawxhurst
Vice President Sharon Wittenberg
Recording Secretary Jay Pike
Corresponding Secretary Rose Kirsch
Treasurer Abby Miller

Communications Committee Chair Cheryl Pesti
Member Connections Committee
Co-Chairs Cary Mannaberg and Nora Chaus
Finance Committee Chair Rick Rodbard
Fundraising Committee Chair open
Religious Activities Committee Chair Mike Tanoff
Joint Religious School Committee
Jennifer Odza, TBI Co-Chair

Social Action Committee
Members at Large
Co-chairs Michelle Serlin and Robin Pollens
Steve Klein, Ken Odza, Rick Rodbard, Hayley Wasser
Newsletter Editor Rachel Schwartz
Building Committee Chair
Steve Bertman

Temple B’nai Israel, founded in 1866, is a thriving congregation that actively engages all its members in Reform
Jewish cultural, spiritual, and educational growth, individually and as a diverse and welcoming community.

